Hatteras 5

BY OLIVER MOORE

For fun or fishing, when perfection is only good enough.

If you think the value of the dollar has
been tumbling, take a look at what has
happened to status. Everywhere you turn
the currency is being depreciated.

Such palaces of posh as Gucci have
come down with a bad case of “*Saturday
Night Fever” as hordes of gum-snapping
shopgirls fork over the equivalent of a
week’s wages for a pair of flimsy Italian
shoes. Once exclusive watering holes like
the Polo Lounge and 21 are jammed to
overflowing with the seekers of the in-
stant chic. Gone too is the Hackercraft,
the Bugatti Royale.

But fortunately there are still some
objects in this age of Gresham’s Law that
convey that indisputable je ne sais quoi to
the few privileged to own them. And high

in that pantheon of clout is a Hatteras
Yacht.

The all-new Hatteras 50 is typical of
the breed. An uncompromising boat for
serious fishing and serious cruising. And,
as befits a boat with a $400,000 price tag,
it is built to the exacting philosophy that
perfection is just good enough.

Planning for the 50 began three to four
years ago when the company made the
decision to build the 60 Convertible.
After a lot of soul-searching, the decision
was made to replace the highly popular
but aging 53 Convertible, which was first
introduced in 1969, with not one but two
new boats—the 50 and the 55. As Hatter-
as president Dave Parker puts it: “It's
very difficult to take one of your children

and shoot it, but we felt it was time to
incorporate everything we had learned
and develop an all-new boat. If it was no
easy decision to build a family of replace-
ments, it does aptly demonstrate the
wealth of resources at Hatteras’ com-
mand.

From go-ahead to drawing board to
launch is a long but fascinating process
that demonstrates the depth of creative
thinking that goes into the design of a
major boat. It all begins with the engine.
“You have to tune your design to the
engines that are available or are going to
be available,” explains Parker.

In the case of the 50, design factors
were influenced by the forthcoming avail-
ability of GM factory high-performance
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“Fortunately there are still some objects in
this age of Gresham’s Law that convey that indisputable
je ne sais quoi to the few privileged who own them. High
in that pantheon of clout is a Hatteras Yacht.”







