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Three staterooms, each with head and shower, an
engineroom with minimum 6’4" headroom, and an optional
enclosed flying bridge are some of the features in this luxury

sport fisherman/cruiser

By JACK SMITH

PORTFISHING enthusiasts are the buyers who focus on the Hatteras 60 Con-
S vertible, yet one who saw nothing but her interior—three-quarters of the
overall length—would be hard pressed to think of her as a fishing machine.
Within, she’s truly a luxury cruiser, expertly finished, tastefully decorated and
exceptionally comfortable. But that’s what makes the so-called convertible attrac-
tive to builders and buyers alike—adaptability to either pursuit—and the potential
for full enjoyment of fishing or cruising is especially great in a hull with 60’ of
length, 18’ of beam and 4'11” draft.

Overall dimensions are one thing, but the bottom design is another factor in
the spaciousness of the interior. As opposed to a deep-V type, which sacrifices a
measure of usable volume below the waterline for extra rough-water ability, the
Hatteras 60 Convertible has a bottom of less pronounced V that allows below-
decks accommodations and engineroom equipment to be spread a little farther
outboard, and even six inches of extra sole width in a stateroom can mean a lot.
Actually, the bottom is not a simple V. It has a double-chine configuration that
dampens rolling at trolling speeds and makes for reduced wetted surface when the
yacht lifts to plane. In addition, a full keel aids directional stability and, by
extending about 11” below the tips of the propeller blades, offers some protection
in the event of grounding.

Like practically all the Hatteras yachts, the 60 Convertible is a Jack Hargrave
design. To spend some time aboard, I flew to Florida and joined Hatterascal at
the St. Petersburg Boat Show, one of her stops on a tour of numerous boat shows
and dealers. With Phil Fowler, the director of sales for Hatteras, Frank Rohan,
the skipper of the new yacht, and Pete Holton, the mate, I had arranged to go

Below, left: Peter Holton, 62" mate, stands between GM 12V-71TI diesels, where headroom
is 6'6”. Below, right: With optional enclosure and air conditioning, flying bridge offers
extra sleeping accommodation,







