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ON BOARD

The most recent launch in the
Hatteras Custom Series,
Waterford weas constructed
with style and safety equally
high on the list of priorities.
Roger Lean-Vercoe reports on
the outstanding resulls
achieved in just seven months

Photography by Bugsy Gedlek

Above: Waterford displays her broad decks, equipped with an 18ft Novurania tender
Inset: the pilot house has been designed with the omphasis on ease of movemant
Main picture: the smoothly-architectured lines of Waterford's superstructure incorporate a
raised pilot house, and sidedecks running to a pair of midships entrances

fter several chaner expericnces
Weaterfordl ¥ co-tnyvners wanted o
create a vacht which was wanm
in feeling, invitng in looks, understated n
elegance and flexible in configumtion ancd
e which would accommaodate both ol
their busy schedules and entertamment

stvles. Omne of the Virginia business pannens

grew up on the Chesapeake Bayv in Virgini
while the other lived on the Great Lakes
nuLntanmng o eCiion with the walor
since e was given his first boat ae the age
W 10 = a 5Sm (166t) clinker-built dinghy. He

lmter served as a murine depoty shenll and
then as a Us Naval officer helping. to

mmission, and later serving on, a 95,160
toanre aircrlt Garmier

Human natun tetates that when thi
decision to purchase s made, and once
vi know what vou want, vou waant it oas
soon as possible. Sadly, with custom
vachts, this often entalls o wair of 18
months or more but Felix Sabates. a
Florda dealer, is well aware of human
nature and he specalises in the
construction of speculatve vaghts. At thiat
ume, Hateras Custom Yachts were about
three months away from the completion o
his Vickory Letne, the name that sabates
gives 1o all of h unsold yvachts, and @t
23 5m (11000 in overall lenegth she Hied
the required size and price beacket. Wiile
her GRP hull wa wnplete, her interiorn
wis still in the eardy stapes of construction
s 00 was dquinte possiple (o medevelop thi
interior design 1o her new owners™ Tasi

without incurming massive additional costs

As a result, a2 sa e ment wias soon
reached and hie micanths of
letalled fimshing work, Weaterford 15
delivered o her delighted owners

Since 1989, Hatternis has built 16 custom

vachts between 30m and 39
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1300 in its expandable mould, and

although W the smllest
of these, she 1ssih the mos
sophisticated. Following the ‘raised pilot
howse' layout, laghly popualar in the USA
she hos T wed] decks: o lower deck
with the guest accommaodation positioned
Faeety e aft engine-room and the crew
guarters in th and a main deck
|.||. i - 1k [ -':|-._-_I|rl1. rised
pilothouse nuin saloon in
its aft section and an n-plan
walley/informal dining area foraand

A prime Featu ol this lavoul 15 the
huge sun deck positioned din ¢ abowe
the main saloon between the flving bridge
and the tender's st Wil

ewerhang above the stern deck. This d

RSO On

A vomplete oul @ space, is fved

with a spi p

abaft the radar arch. while |
and dining 3
cue and bar. Notably of the

1 universal white finish = blinding n

siib tropic | sunshine = this arca has been
sensibly carpeted in grey cush
cover in a matching and yellow
stripe, both of which are made from
quick-drying symthetic mate

Below the tender st
It sesCteon ol the main e
planked in diagonally-Taid
water run=off and add aesthet

weer n st

that provide a gentle descent 1o the

1ithi platform. Like the maj

ilon house desig Warter

side decks only run from the fore k tooa

pair of midships entrances in order 1o

ater the largest main saloon possible, an

Al oY

‘ﬂ.

-p' %
]

the
run
man
dlecorative
Achille, |
interor o will surely
e prepar dingd eve o such
TP IR O T T

Irewics vl
the tisk not b
with wvachts
Proviously
to design the
mounntan net
creuate o fresh
interor without relerence L
any specialist yacht designer. Altho

constrained by time and restricted by

pre-c mined division of the hull, he
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WIS rl'l|.l||:| S |l:'--li|| in his ask

lhe basis of his decoration leans

Left: twin sofas and easy chairs are towards the Biedermeicr stvle, popular in
positioned below the striking deckhead Germuanic Europe in the early par of the
panel in the main saloon Ih-century, which was Eunous for its use
Above: situated to the front of the of classicallyv-inspired, Hght-coloured
deckhouse, the dinette/galley, complete with |I|._||||-|"J..||n_.' fTurniture andd panclling
overhead television, provides a light and highlighted with small chonv detailing
informal dining area for six people The saloon has the immediate impact of a
Below: illuminated by daylight, the main worm, inviting and homely space where
dining area is simply furnished. Twin figures Crisp architectur ines are carefully
aither side of the circular table and an blended with the autmmal ones of the
Italianate screen reflect a European influence =011 I||I'I'||'\|'||r'|:_-:\

Not so long ago, bullt-in furmiture was
de mrgueur in g vache, bur today's Eashion s
moving towards sKilfully  arranged

individual items, Achille. bringinge with him

the experience ol house design, is an
exponent of this trend and has |'-:||l.||,||, d
the main saloon with o delightful mix of
antique and modern furniture, The focal
poant of his design = collection of sofas
and easy chairs that form a close-knir
central seating area positioned  beneath o
deckhead panel inlaid with o marguetny
compiss rose. These are not only
well-spneced for relaxed conversation, T
thesir sitwation also leaves Ample rooen fo

forc-and-aflt movement on cither sidi

without CaUsImg wnoiu NICrruption Lo
guests — o paniculardy impormant featune in
a yacht withour siche decks

One disadvanige of this armnegement is
that a location for a relevision s por
immediately obvious, Sormi guesls may
welcome the ek of a scoreen, but

television is o modermn necessity and o



ON BOARD

solution was necded. The answer wis to
install not
{45in) 11

but two substantial 114cem
i sels concealed within the
twin cabinets in the alt corners of the
'-.4||-l:-l1 TN O or other of these is
easily visible from any seu

The original design for this areo
contained a rather prominent bar,
this was removed and replaced by a
discreet drinks cabiner topped with
hlack granite and flanked by an
impressive of straight-grain maple
columns, a feature which also serves 1o
divide the room’s sitting area from s
formal dining wble bevond. This e
ared, furmished with an oval, cight-seater
satinwood table and upholstered bucket
chadrs, continues the classical stvle with
a delightful modern copy of an antigue
Ialianate screen that fills the Ikhead
adjacent to the stairs leading o the
| puest aecommaoddation

Frir vith hlack handrmils on bmiss
balustiers, the stiirs o nel in one stright
Might, camyin ane davlight directly
into the mirrored lobby which Hes ar the
hemirt o the four staterooms, The master is
aft; a splendid full-beam cabin that is
l_'l'll:_'ll._'l_ln |}||1 LY ||._Ia'1.' I.II-'I"|I|'|I.1. 1.|'.|

aeross o dis ¢ threshold of impern

Prronze marble, Spacious, sophisticated and

well-lit i5 oy

king-sized bed and a

I with a palatial
cilar-hined, walk-in
wardrobe. On elther side ol the bed,
clotble doors open aft into a full-beam “his
and hers” bathroom whose position agains

the engine-room bulkhead provides the

Above: an elegant staircase leads from the
main deck foyer to the sunlit lobby which
opens into the master statercom
Right: this full-beam cabin features a king-
sizod bod and walk-in closet. The cabin's
generous dimensions are enhanced by the
floor-to-ceiling and deckhead mirrors
Below: cedarwood cupboards are topped
with dark, imperator marble in the master
bathroom. A spa bath and shower is enclosed
by sliding, clear-glass doors




final touch to an already impr
insulation scheme, To pon and strboard,

Ve noisg

magnificent washstands, wopped with nich
brown imperator marble, are divided by
the centrally-positioned shower and
spa-bath enclosures. To maintain the unity
of the space, shower and bath are curmently
divided by sliding, glass doors, but their
pold-anodised aluminium framing is
considered o be somewhat overbearing
and will probably be redesigned. To further
enhance the feeling of space the walls and
deckhead are highly mirrored, but the
usual sense of visual confusion has been
almaost entirely eliminated by providing the
mirmors facing the shbasins with omute
frames, creating an interesting and highly

effective design technigue
Tucked beneath the
spacious twin-hedded stateroom, while

rs i surprisingly

forward of the lobby two identical
queen-sized doubles each occupy half of
Alm (2460 beam. Combined
television and video units are installed in
the divid walll, and to avoid il

the vacht's

pencirating the adjoining cahin their
speakers have been removed and
positioned in the deckhead.
After experiencing the horrors of fire
irdd an aircraft camier during service in
the LIS Navy, one of the owners insisted
that the yacht's fire-fighting and other
safery systems should be of the highest
order. Accordingly, each of the yvacht's
compartments contain prominent alarms
and fire protection equipment. In the
staterooms, like many other areas,
extinguishers have been recessed into the
bulkheads so thar they provide no obstacle

e movement, vet still remain clearly
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standard as the re f the
in the |

four crew share two twin-bunked caly

located, wraditionully

while the caplain occupies a ple
stateroom forward, highly reminiscent
the master cabin of a typical 15m (50f)
‘ol with o

Mobor Cruiser ||'|'|'~ Is pronwg

P, raised mzixinise the
wvinlable space in the m. The mess
area, however, is just a small alcove
dinette and this means thar the crew will
inevitably spend much of their leisone mme
(%14 1|||.' I.II:.'I-}\ .”\-:'-1. £ ';'\.||l.'!4' 1|'||.' [ ardd
element of the deck
plan galley and informal dineoe, Well

s forms an open

couipped and eleg orted,




area that s expected o be shared In
puests and crew, a distinctly Amernican
approach 1o vacht layvout rarely seen in
FEuropean designed vachis

Thi fact that the pilot hoose floor is
rused off the main deck provides a very
useful compartment beneath, with
headroom of 2 metre or so. Often this is
utilised as a general storage area which
even in the best run vessels, olten
deteriorates into an untidy hell-hole of
assorted  jumble, Not so aboard
Weaterford. Hatteras has tumed this into
an easilv-pccessible location in which o
concentrate the many electrical breakers
relavs and sundry equipment that are
often found dotted about all over the
vacht, As a result, electrical fault-finding
and maintenance are much easier tasks
especially as the central portion of the

compartment has been fitted with a new

block of filing cabinets which contain the
vacht's technical manuals

Above, the pilot house has been faicd o
with the same sense of logical order: a
state-of-the-nn communications systermn and a
charn mble flank the straightforsand Livout of
the centrilly-positioned controls and
instruments, To maximise floor space around
the compartment there is no helmsman’s
chair behind the controls, however, the
raised settee which fills the aft bulkhead o
port of the stiirs 1w the Mving bridge is Gied
with an adjacent jovstick and provides the
watchkeeper with a superior combamation of

Above: watertight
doors open onto the
aft deck where teak

flooring has been

diagonally laid for
aesthetic and
practical value

Left: the sun deck

oeccupies a huge area,
part of which has bean
carpeted, The spa
pool, lanked by sun
loungers, is positoned
for easy access to the
bar and barbecue

comfort, convenienoe and an excellent view

Waterford is a vacht where the sound
insulation is reported o be so good that
you have to look at the revolution
counters 1o see if the engines are turning
Hatteras is justifiably proud of the
engine-room where the twin 35kVA
penerators are surrounded by super-quiet
sound shields and her twao 24-cylinder
1. 700hp Detroit Diesels, chromed [or
looks and railed For safety. power her
1.7m t5ft Binl-diameter, six-bladed
adjustable pitch propellers of advanced
design, This enables Waterford to craise

Reprinted from Boat International Tel+

almost without vibration at a steady 19
knots with a 2Z3-knot sprint speed of
limited duration. Her capacity of 20,900
litres of fuel, provides adequate range for
her intended cruising grounds in the
Caribbean and New England, where she
is currently available For charter
_-".]Hulll}:h she lucks the size of an
aireraft carrler, Waterfurd is without
doubt the best vacht so far launched in
its Custom Series. Well-constructed,
comprehensively cquipped and
Feautifully finished with safery high on
the agenda, Waterford is living proof
that Hatteras, a reliative newcomer
among supervacht bullders, is a serious
plaver in this quality-driven and highly
competitive market J

WATERFORD

LOA 23.52m (110f)
Beam 7.31m (24h)
Draught 2 28m (78 Sin)
Displacement 300 tonnes
Speed (max/cruise) 23/19 knols
Propulsion 2 x 1,700hp 24Y-T1TA
it Diesels
Propeller Hatteras design 6-blade
Generalors 2 % 55%W Onar
Bow thruster American Bow Thruster
Stabilisers Haiad
Fuel 20,900 litres
Watermaker Walermaker 2,500 gpd
Range 700nm
Construction GRP wiih Divinycell core
above waterling
Naval architect lack Hargrave
Interior designer Thomas C. Achilie
Builder/Year Hatleras Yachis/1996
2100 Kivett Drive
High Poinl, NC 27261
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